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OTT PUUMEISTER. The Subject’s Self-Formation in Power
Relations: Theories of Subjectivity in Agamben, Bamu and
Foucault from the Semiotic Perspective

Within the liberal democratic context the individiamostly seen as an
autonomous agent with the freedom of choice on twoeonduct one’s
own life. However, this autonomy generally comesvddo ,choosing
one’s lifestyle” and making decisions on what kinofsproducts to
consume. This kind of autonomy leaves the subjédittowt any politi-
cal relevancy. To think on the possibilities andembialities on the
agency of the political subject, this article wilirn 1) to Giorgio
Agamben and his theorization whatever singularitiesindthe coming
politics; 2) to Alain Badiou’s account of the event — thdical break of
the established political situations; and 3) to IMic Foucault's
conceptualization of the technologies of the selAntiquity and their
importance to today’s political thinking. Finallg)l these authors are
viewed through the perspective of semiotics, whschrovided mainly
by the semiotics of culture of Juri Lotman. | thitilat the perspective
of semiotics can add something to the understandfntihe political
subject both as an agent in the context of powktioas and as a
phenomenon to be studied by semiotics as a diseipli

Keywords: subjectivity, discourse, power relations, emandgat
autocommunication, singularity, event, politics

RISTO HEISKALA. Towards Semiotic Sociology. A synthesis of
Semiology, Semiotics and Phenomenological Sociology

Abstract. Departing from the common view accordittg which
structuralist semiology (the Saussurean traditipragmatist semiotics
(the Peircean tradition) and phenomenological dogio (Husserl,
Schutz, Berger & Luckmann, and Garfinkel) are sasnmutually
exclusive alternatives the article attempts toinettheir synthesis. The
net result of the synthesis is that a conceptioerges where action
theories (rational choice, Weber etc.) are baseghmmomenological
sociology and phenomenological sociology is basedenstructuralist
semiotics which is a synthesis of the Saussureah the Peircian
traditions of understanding habits of interpretatand interaction. This
is how we get a research programme for semiotimkuyy.

Keywords: semiotics, semiology, phenomenology, sociologyijalsoc
theory
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REMO GRAMIGNA. Between Cultural Studies and Semiotts of
Culture: The Case of Culture Jamming

The aim of the present work is to set forth a comee analysis

between two fields of study, namely, cultural sésdiand cultural

semiatics. Although both disciplines traffic witbuyjture” as a complex
object of study, theoretical and methodologicafedénces, as well as
the historical development of their formation, $kém apart. The
current paper seeks to explore the existing theatedifferences and
potential similarities that unite and divide thdase fields of study.

Cultural studies is engaged in an ongoing self+dlgthon as discipline.

The latter, in the acceptation of the Tartu—Mos@&nhool, has set forth
a theoretical approach that might be able to pmwadnetadisciplinary
methodology that could unify humanitarian discipndealing with

wculture”. Furthermore, this work presents, as ac#ic case study, the
phenomena of ‘culture jamming’ and focuses ontdwhniques used
by interpreters in order to sabotage and subvempoacate advertise-
ments, messages and logos. Taking up the two peigee of cultural

studies and semiotics of culture, different levefsanalysability are

demonstrated in respect to the same object of stadyely, the

practice of ,subvertising”.

Keywords: cultural semiotics, cultural studies, disciplinaigientity,
culture jamming, subvertising

JAAK TOMBERG. Awakening into dystopia: on the ambiguities of
utopian form

The article compares the formal attributes of étalferary utopias and
modern literary dystopias and concludes that ontyieimal difference
separates the two — the interference or awakerfiagnarrative subject
in dystopia. Using the metaphor of a dream as dungthat has to be
awakened from, the article further portrays eveyyddeological

existence as a constant oscillation between utof@aistorical) sleep
and (dystopian) wakefulness.

Keywords: utopia, dystopia, narrativity, ideology, awakegin
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PEETER SELG; REIN RUUTSOO. Teleological historical
narrative as a strategy for constructing political antagonism: the
example of the narrative of Estonia’s regaining oindependence.

The paper analyses the history-writing that dealsh vEstonia’s
regaining of independence through the frameworgeshiotic theory of
hegemony. Besides articulating this theory as ménaork for political
analysis an account is provided for the applicatbthe general cate-
gories of semiotic theory of hegemony to historytiwg as a specific
system of meaning. Hence our recourse to mediatorgeepts from
theories of history and historical memogmplotment, master narra-
tive, narrative substance, schematic narrative temepIn our analysis
we concentrate on all the writings of the histosiamho have been
active in Estonia that meet the following criterit} they seek to
provide a perspicuous presentation of the dynaofitise whole period;
2) they are wide accounts: a monograph, a londeleapr a commen-
ted sample of documents concentrating on the sylge@ chapter on
the subject in an important general sourcebook storfia’s history; 3)
the presentation of the subject is not mainly ia form of personal
memories, but is framed as expressing an objediixstander’s, histo-
rian’s position. One of our conclusions is thatithes being a professi-
onal practice history-writing constitutes also ata@@ political practice.
Through analyzing the texts represented in our &&mwe chart how
through representing Estonia’s transition througledlogical narrative
a political antagonism is constructed between thmponents” and
Lopponents” to Estonia’s independence, and how rsévienportant
aspects of the process of transition are peripberand excluded from
the narrative representation of Estonia’s regainfigdependence.

Keywords: semiotic theory of hegemony, history-writing, nérrized
history, teleological narrative, antagonism, Estmsi regaining of
independence

MARI-LIIS MADISSON, ANDREAS VENTSEL. Semiotic
modelling of otherin contemporary history of Estonia

This article focuses on construction of identitydahe transformation
of it in the period of radical changes in sociotardl setting. Identity
can be seen as a coherent discourse (or text)ghratich the homo-
geneity of a cultural system is established. Té¢ystem implicitly
demarcates itself from the extra-semiotic realityaareality of certain
other semiotic system. Our research topic is mignabf people in
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Estonia’s recent past. Specifically we are inte@sh those non-Esto-
nian speaking migrants that came to Estonia in 496w different

kind of practices of signification have been usewd ehow they

transform and co-exist also in Estonian nowadayslipudeclared)

discourse are the questions which we try to disbysssing theoretical
ideas of the Tartu-Moscow School of cultural semgtthe concept of
dialogue by Mikhail Bahktin and George Schdopflinc®ncept of

identity.

Keywords: culture — non-culture — anti-culture, constructioof
own/other in self-description, Tartu—Moscow culiurgemiotics,
Bahktin’'s concept of dialogue, Schépflin’s conaafatentity

JUHAN SAHAROV. Hegemonic Rhetoric of Vaclav Havel ad
Charter 77: Combining Framing Theory and Laclauian Discourse
Theory in Social Movement Analysis

The literature on the resistance and protest momtsnaf Czechoslo-
vakian dissidents and intellectuals during the camist period is
abundant, but less attention has been devoted dse cthetorical
analysis of the texts by the leaders of these mewesnIn conducting a
case study on the rhetoric of the Czechoslovakiiak movement
Charter 77 during its early period of activity (131978) as embodied
in the early political essays of its leader Vackavel and in the
declaration of the movement, this article highlgtite need to combine
two theories in studying the rhetoric of social rement leaders:
Laclauian discourse theory and social movementifrgrtheory. The
article claims that, in order better to explain tfeice of rhetoric of
social movements, the two theories can be usedsingie framework
as an empirical method for analysing social movdmiestrategies. The
study shows how combining Laclauian discourse aishyith framing
theory expands social movement analysis; throughctimbination, it
explains the inception, emergence and choice afegjy of the Charter
77 movement.

Keywords: Essex’s school of theory of hegemony, social maveme
framing theory, rhetoric, Czechoslovakian sociavemment Charter 77,
Vaclav Havel

ANU HAAMER. The Role of Ideals in Development of Pofessional
Identity
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It is important to pay attention to the role ofatlewhen investigating
the development of professional identity as idéatetion as a standard
for making meaning and influencing behavior. Therent research
investigates how university teachers describe theifessional ideals.
Meaning categories within those ideals, influenbatkground factors
underlying these ideals, and the comparison betvdsals and actual
self that influences the professional identity amealyzed using a
qualitative research design. The research condatttte University of
Tartu during 2009-2011 analysed outcomes of reftexixercises and
follow-up interviews of four university teacher imang groups. The
focus was on questions: What meanings have beemilted as ideals
for the university teachers and how those meanamgsinterpreted by
university teachers? As a result of the study treme be seen three
meaning categories in ideals and four profiles oiversity teachers
having different meanings in their ideals, that gamint to their
different learning-teaching conceptions that cadidate also the
different position of university teachers identity their identity
hierarchy.

Keywords: identity, professional identity, ideal, role, reften



